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071022-N-3621E-028 AL-MUKULLA, Yemen - Army Capt. Joanna Buckley shows Yemeni herdswomen how to properly inoculate a goat. Buckley was part of a three-woman team who spent three days in Yemen educating 40 herdswomen. The Iberia, Mo., native is the Bahrain Veterinary Services officer-in-charge. U.S. Navy photo by Chief Petty Officer Suzanne Eisinger.
(Large Image.   Hi-Res Image.)

AL-MUKULLA, Yemen - Three female servicemembers from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa participated in a veterinary civil affairs program training 40 Yemeni herdswomen, increasing their knowledge on how to better care for ruminant animals Oct. 20-22. 

Army Capt. Joanna Buckley, Bahrain Veterinary Services officer-in-charge, Navy Chief Petty Officer Suzanne Eisinger, a chief sonar technician for surface warfare, and Army Staff Sgt. Jennifer Brooks, 489th Civil Affairs Battalion civil affairs liaison officer, spent two days in a classroom environment and one day conducting hands-on training with women from the Yemen coast of Hadramout and the Yemen valley to better educate them on animal husbandry and treatment of herds.

“Being a strictly female team aided us by putting the participants at ease and helped the exchange of information and learning to be more open,” said Buckley.

The only men in the room were translators and Abdallah Almaqtari, a veterinarian from the Yemen Ministry of Agriculture.

“The women take care of all the herds in their villages, which can be a very difficult task under even the best circumstances,” said Eisinger. “The women who attended were very enthusiastic and inquisitive about what we could teach them.”

The servicemembers educated the women on common diseases found in goats, sheep, cattle and camels. Information also included parasite control, general parasite examinations and signs that might point to mammary gland inflammation.

While the training only used goats, the methods taught apply to all animals, which will assist animal caretakers who attended the class.

To further aid the women with their tasks of treating animals, supplies and equipment were handed out.

“We provided a bag to each participant with tools necessary for animal care,” said Buckley. 

Items from the bag included multi-vitamins, de-wormers, antibiotics, hoof trimmers, reusable herd injection syringes, stethoscopes, thermometers and anti-septic.

“During the practical, the students were taught about each of the items in the bag and how to safely use them and clean them,” said Buckley.

The practical training was in a quarantine facility using a local herd of 40 goats. Each woman conducted a full examination of a goat to identify common ailments found in animals such as mouth ulcers, skin lesions and signs of gastrointestinal disease.

To give the herdswomen hands-on training with the injection syringe, the herd was inoculated with a multi-vitamin and treatment for internal parasites. 

“The most difficult task was delivering a dose of multi-vitamin intra-muscular using a large multi-dose syringe,” said Buckley. “This type of syringe is designed to treat several animals in one herd quickly because the syringe will hold a large volume of medication, but then only dose out the desired amount each time. Learning to operate this piece of important equipment was challenging, but successful.”

Even though the mission was to train herdswomen, the servicemembers had their own educational experiences. 

“I gained a better understanding of how important herd health is for a family and a community that truly depends upon animals for income and food,” said Buckley. “I learned that a basic foundation of animal husbandry can greatly help these women improve their herd’s profitability.

“I also learned how much I take for granted the education that is available to women in the United States,” said the captain. “The women who participated in this program were eager and willing to learn so that they could increase their knowledge and their confidence. I was fortunate to play a small role in that.”

Buckley also hopes the 40 women who attended the VETCAP, take what they have learned out of the classroom and pass it on to others.

“Ideally, these women will be able to return to their hometowns and teach other women so that herds may be more profitable and so the women may be able to develop a marketable skill,” said Buckley.

The VETCAP the servicemembers participated in is similar to civil military operations taking place across the Horn of Africa. More than 1,800 U.S. and coalition servicemembers are deployed to Djibouti to serve in the operational effort to prevent conflict, promote regional stability, and protect coalition interest in order to prevail against extremism.

 




	[image: image2.jpg]


071020-A-8179B-021 AL-MUKULLA, Yemen - Navy Chief Petty Officer Suzanne Eisinger sorts out various veterinary equipment to be packed for Yemeni herdswomen. Items packed included multi-vitamins, de-wormers, antibiotics, hoof trimmers, reusable herd injection syringes, stethoscopes, thermometers and anti-septic. Eisinger was part of a three-woman team who spent three days in Yemen educating 40 herdswomen on how to care for herds. The training also included how to properly use and clean the equipment in the bag. The Syracuse, N.Y., native is a chief sonar technician for surface warfare. U.S. Army photo by Capt. Joanna Buckley.
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071021-A-8179B-006 AL-MUKULLA, Yemen - Yemeni herdswomen look through their bags of equipment handed out by a three-woman team from Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa who spent three days in Yemen better educating 40 Yemeni women on how to care for herds. The course included how to properly use and clean the equipment in the bag in addition to giving a full examination. U.S. Army photo by Capt. Joanna Buckley.
(Large Image.   Hi-Res Image.)

	

	

	


